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[Rollcall Vote No. 85 Exe.]

YEAS—95
Akaka Dodd Lott
Alexander Dole Lugar
Allard Domenici McCain
Allen Dorgan McConnell
Baucus Edwards Mikulski
Bayh Ensign Miller
Bennett Enzi Murkowski
B@den Fe@ngolAd Murray
Bingaman F‘_elnsteln Nelson (FL)
Bond F1t';zgera1d Nelson (NE)
Boxer Frist Nickles
Breaux Graham (FL) Pryor
Brownback Graham (SC) Reed
Bunning Grassley N
Burns Gregg Reid
Byrd Hagel Roberts

S P
Campbell Hatch Rockefeller
Cantwell Hollings Santorum
Carper Hutchison Sarbanes
Chafee Inhofe Schumer
Chambliss Inouye Sessions
Clinton Jeffords Shelby
Cochran Johnson Smith
Coleman Kennedy Snowe
Collins Kohl Specter
Conrad Kyl Stabenow
Cornyn Landrieu Stevens
Corzine Lautenberg Sununu
Craig Leahy Talent
Crapo Levin Voinovich
Daschle Lieberman Warner
DeWine Lincoln Wyden

NAYS—3
Dayton Durbin Harkin

NOT VOTING—2

Kerry Thomas

The nomination was confirmed.

Mr. LUGAR. I move to reconsider the
vote.

Mr. CRAIG. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the President shall
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.

The Senator from Idaho.

——————

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. CRAIG. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senator from Nebraska and I
be allowed to speak as in morning busi-
ness for no more than 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, we would like 10 minutes fol-
lowing the Senator from Idaho as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The Senator from Idaho is recog-
nized.

Mr. CRAIG. I thank the Chair.

—————

DEMOLISHING ABU GHRAIB
PRISON

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, today the
Senator from Nebraska and I are intro-
ducing a sense-of-the-Senate resolu-
tion. I will read it because I think it is
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appropriate at this time, when all of us
are tremendously frustrated about
what has gone on in a certain Iraqi
prison.

Expressing the sense of the Senate
that the Abu Ghraib prison must be de-
molished to underscore the TUnited
States’ abhorrence of the mistreatment
of prisoners in Iraq.

Whereas the Abu Ghraib prison was
used by Saddam Hussein to execute and
torture thousands of men, women and
children;

Whereas Saddam Hussein and his
Special Security Organization oversaw
the execution of thousands of pris-
oners;

Whereas Abu Ghraib prison is notori-
ously known as a death chamber by the
Iraqi people;

Whereas the Abu Ghraib prison is ar-
guably the largest and most feared
prison in the Arab world;

Whereas it is widely known that one
of Saddam’s sons, in one day, ordered
the execution of 3,000 prisoners at the
prison;

Whereas the recent reports of the
atrocities and abhorrent mistreatment
of Iraqi prisoners in the Abu Ghraib
prison are un-American, do not rep-
resent our values, and have sent the
wrong message about the United States
intentions in Iraq;

Whereas the American people will
not tolerate the mistreatment of Iraqi
prisoners;

Whereas the American people view
this prison as a symbol of evil, and
where past cruel torture and mistreat-
ment occurred;

Whereas the American people would
like to rid the world of this evil place
where past and, unfortunately cur-
rently reported mistreatment has oc-
curred;

Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That
it is the sense of the Senate that the
Abu Ghraib prison, also known as the
Baghdad Central Detention Center, be
completely demolished as an expres-
sion and symbolic gesture that the
American people will not tolerate the
past and the current mistreatment of
prisoners.

We are offering this sense-of-the-Sen-
ate resolution today because we believe
it is a profound and clear expression of
the American people’s concern and it is
a sense of this Senate that we do not
accept the treatment that has gone on
there of Iraqi detainees.

I yield the floor now to my colleague
from Nebraska for a similar expression,
and I send this resolution, as proposed,
to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reso-
lution will be received and appro-
priately referred.

The Senator from Nebraska.

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. I thank
my colleague from Idaho for this op-
portunity to express our outrage at the
behavior of Saddam’s henchmen and
for the disgust we have for what some
misguided soldiers apparently did in
conjunction with the trust they had
imposed on them in conjunction with
prisoners.

May 6, 2004

We cannot erase what has been done.
We can apologize for it. We can express
our outrage. We can say to the Amer-
ican people and to the people of the
world, this is not our way and we do
not condone it, but we cannot change
it and we cannot erase it. I think what
we can do is make the broadest state-
ment we possibly can symbolically by
leveling this prison.

It seems as though the demons of the
Saddam regime carried on in the dis-
guise of Americans who under ordinary
circumstances would not have been
conducting themselves in this way.

I do not believe in those ghosts, but
I do believe the message that can be
sent is a very strong one: We do not
condone this kind of behavior. The
very behavior we went to eradicate
needs to be eradicated once again.
Those who are criminally responsible
must be held to the letter of the law,
and those who are responsible in the
chain of command must also be held to
the highest standards of our military.

I think we can say to the Iraqi people
more than we are sorry, which we are,
more than we wish it had not occurred,
that we stand with them to eradicate
this kind of behavior once and for all,
at least in that prison. Perhaps sym-
bolically it will help all recognize this
kind of behavior is unacceptable any-
place in the world.

I have traveled with my colleagues to
various parts of the world, to South
Korea, the Baltics, Afghanistan, and
Iraq, and those photos do not represent
those men and women who serve our
Nation honorably or share the values
we Americans hold dear.

This prison was the tool of a violent,
repressive regime. It is as much a sym-
bol of Saddam’s regime as the statues
honoring him throughout Iraq. It is
even more so in many respects because
it represents the truth of what his rule
was. Just as those statues were torn
down, so should this prison be torn
down. This place has become a symbol
of abuses and atrocities first under the
regime and now sadly with the new
acts committed by our troops. We need
to make a clean start. What happened
in that prison is not American. It does
not represent our values, and we need
to let the rest of the world know in the
most visible way possible that these
acts which were committed in that
prison are not the American way and
not the way America conducts itself.

We need to make a break from the
past. We need to level this prison. The
symbol of atrocities, this home of
abuses, should stand no longer. Let
that be our stand, to tear down the
prison, to hold those accountable who
have engaged in such activities as we
have held Saddam accountable, and let
us move on so we can say to the people
of the world, this is a new start, a
break from the past. Let us join with
the Iraqi people in building a new Iraq,
one that is founded not on the abuses
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